
   

The monthly newsletter for the Sky Ranch GATE Magnet 
Community.   

  

October 2020  
  

What a start to the year! We are so happy to have had the days with the kids face-to-face 
but wish there were more! They have truly rocked it when it comes to distance learning and 
adjusting with the craziness of this year and we are so thankful for that! As the year starts 
to get into a nice groove, please remember how important it is to check the assignment 
calendar nightly and stay on top of assignments and due dates. Also make sure to check 
Microsoft TEAMS and OneNote for assignments.   
 
We also want to highlight that we are super lucky to have Mr. Peters as a long-term sub for 
our 6th grade team!  
 

 This is what visiting with friends looks like during this social distancing time! 

  

Please review this newsletter for important dates and information regarding our core classes 
and our team.    
  

Important October Dates:  
  

• October 5th - October 9th: Fall Break  
• Friday, October 30th: Nevada Day observation-no school  

  
  
Wondering how to better support your child’s academics in core classes?  Here’s 
what we suggest:   



  

Step 1: Check our team websites and assignment calendars to see what assignments 
are due soon.  This is a proactive approach - see what’s due before it’s due. With this 
approach, you can help your child break down large assignments and ask your child to 
show you and talk about their upcoming or completed work before it’s turned in.  This 
approach lessens the frequency of missing and late assignments.  It’s important to 
check this resource nightly as teachers do adjust the calendar frequently.   
  
Team websites   
7th/8th grade team: washoeschools.net/pilotsquadron   
6th grade: washoeschools.net/griswold   
   
Step 2: Check Infinite Campus. Infinite Campus is where we post students’ grades after 
the assignments are graded. Some assignments are posted within hours, but some 
assignments take longer to grade; it may be more than a week before these 
assignments are posted in IC. Checking IC is more of a reactive approach - it may lead 
to chasing down missing assignments and backtracking whereas knowing what’s 
coming up due keeps everyone up to date.    
 

 Students working hard during enrichment!  

  
  
Classroom Updates   
 
English/Language Arts 6 – Mr. Peters    
Essential Questions:  
 

• Why is it human to search for understanding?  

• How do systems shape human understanding? 
 

We are currently writing an essay on a topic the students chose from the book A Face 
Like Glass and should be finishing up the essay writing unit after break. We are also still 
conducting weekly Socratic Seminars and have three more to complete. During this 
second quarter we should be beginning the Independent Reading Assignment (book of 
student’s choice) as well as beginning a new novel assignment - Watership Down by 
Richard Adams. 

 
  

 

English/Language Arts 7 – Ms. Tuttle     
Essential Questions:    
  

http://washoeschools.net/pilotsquadron
http://washoeschools.net/griswold
https://www.washoeschools.net/site/Default.aspx?PageType=1&SiteID=4&ChannelID=57&DirectoryType=6


• Why is it important to understand interactions?   
• How can interactions be transformative?  

  
We’re finishing up our novel study of Chains with a Puzzle Project that allows students 
to analyze aspects of the novel in a deep and creative way. We will be moving on to our 
next novel, a work of Science Fiction, Flowers for Algernon, by Daniel Keyes. This is an 
intriguing work that’s considered an epistolary novel because it’s written in the form 
of diary entries. This novel encourages discussion about what it means to be intelligent 
and how intelligence of different levels can have both benefits and drawbacks.  
 
In addition, we ended this quarter with a Problem-Solution essay that allowed students 
to look closely at a topic they cared about and propose possible solutions that might 
help alleviate the effects of the problem. Students showed their critical thinking skills 
and ability to show what they know through writing. 
 
Students are also working on an Independent Novel Project through Enrichment class 
this year. This first book project will be due on Friday, November 13th. 
  
  
  
English/ Language Arts 8 - Ms. Tuttle   
Essential Question:   
 

• What role does adaptation play in resilience?               
 

We’ve finished our exploration of the novel, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl by 
Harriet Jacobs. We’ll start the new quarter after break with a literary analysis essay. 
These types of essays are common and expected in high school and beyond.  
 
Students are also working on an Independent Novel Project through Enrichment class 
this year. This first book project will be due on Friday, November 13th.  
  

Toward the end of the month, we will start our next class novel, The Jungle by Upton 
Sinclair. This fictionalized piece of investigative journalism will transport the students to 
the Chicago meat-packing plants of the early 1900’s. It’s an intense read but brings 
many compelling issues to our discussions.   
 
  
Earth Science 6 – Mr. Peters  
Essential Question:   

• How do the materials in and on Earth’s crust change over time?  
• How does the movement of tectonic plates impact the surface of Earth?  
• How does water influence weather, circulate in the oceans, and shape 
Earth’s surface?  
• What factors interact and influence weather?  

  
Students were introduced to geological processes of Earth. This unit covered 
information about how water has impacted places all over the world. Students created a 
trip to a national park of their choice and discovered that the geological process is much 
more complex than just erosion and deposition.  



  
We will be starting our next unit after fall break, Earth’s Systems. We will cover 
information about mining, the rock cycle, global warming, minerals and rocks, earth’s 
composition, plate tectonics, earthquakes, volcanoes, erosion and deposition, and 
energy resources.   
 
7th Grade: – Mrs. Hill   
Essential Question:  

• How do atomic and molecular interactions explain the 
properties of matter that we see and feel?  

  
We just finished our unit on Matter. Your child learned about the 
different states of matter, the difference between physical and 
chemical changes/reactions, information about elements, 
mixtures, and compounds, the kinetic molecular theory, mixtures, 
and the conservation of mass. This unit contained a lot of hands-
on activities and incorporated real-life relevancy into the 
curriculum so the students could make connections. After break 
we will be heading into our unit on Chemistry! 
 
I am doing as many lab activities as possible (but with adjustments due to our current 
situation). We go through a lot of non-latex gloves. If you would like to donate non-latex 

gloves for our labs, please send them in with your child.        
  

8th Grade Honors Biology- Mrs. Hill   
Essential Questions:   

• How and why do organisms interact with their environment, and what are 
the effects of these interactions? 

 
We are finishing up our unit on Ecology. Students learned about different principles of 
ecology, interactions and behaviors between abiotic and biotic factors, and different 
ecological cycles. After break we will move into our second unit on Chemistry of Life, 
Cells, and Cell Processes. They will be introduced to different macromolecules, cell 
structure and function, and the different types of cell transports. This unit will prepare 
students for a future unit on photosynthesis and cellular respiration.  
 
I am doing as many lab activities as possible (but with adjustments due to our current 
situation). We go through a lot of non-latex gloves. If you would like to donate non-latex 

gloves for our labs, please send them in with your child.       
  

  
6th Grade: Ancient Civilizations – Mr. Sorensen   
 Essential Question:   

• How do our origins inform our identities?   
  
Continuing our travels through Mesopotamia, we will conclude our time with Sumer, the 
Phoenicians, and Babylon, following closely on their heels with a look at Egypt, 
including the time of pharaohs and beginning to define the criteria for civilizations. 
These criteria will involve dissecting geography, culture, religious and political systems, 
significant history, and social strata.   



 
(Below – students indicating the main thrust of Hammurabi’s Code, the finger wag) 

 
 
  
7th Grade: U.S. History – Mrs. Porter    
Essential Question:   

• How do hierarchies influence interactions?   
  
We are kicking off after break with our starting a new nation unit. During this unit 
students will be looking at the process of creating a Constitution and the trial and error 
the new nation had. This unit is jam-packed with why our country’s government is set up 
the way it is.  We will look in-depth at the inauguration of George Washington, how the 
Bill of Rights was established and the powers that each branch of government 
has.  Students will analyze primary documents to fully understand the amount of 
thought that had to go into making these big decisions for the young nation.   
 

 Students were able to share their museum of me projects 
with classmates! 
 

8th Grade: Accelerated Analyzing War - Mrs. Porter      
Essential Question:   

• How do relationships require resilience?   
   
As we head back from break students will be finishing up our Gilded Ages unit where 
we looked at big business and the impact it had on our nation.  After that, we will move 
into our immigration unit.  During this unit students will not only look at the immigration 
station of Ellis Island in the east but also at Angel Island located in San Francisco. 
Students will utilize primary resources when analyzing and creating assignments.  We 
will also focus on the backlash of immigration at the turn of the century. One lesson I am 
excited to share with the students focuses on the Johnson/Jeffries fight that took place 
right here in Reno. Students always love to see historical events that happened in our 
backyard! 



         
Students participated in a structured academic controvery where they had to argue whether the 
industrialists of the 1900’s were captains of industry or robber barons.  They did a great job 
providing evidence and reasoning to support their claims! 

 
 
 
 

  
Math and Edgenuity 

This year, our math classes will be using Edgenuity as a digital platform. Students will 

be completing assignments, quizzes, and tests on Edgenuity. In class, students will 

receive direct instruction, daily check-ins through Onenote, and hands-on learning. 

Notes and learning resources from class will be posted in Onenote as well. The most 

important thing for students is to keep up with the material. The grades and progress in 

Edgenuity will give parents and students a "ballpark" estimate of the student's progress, 

particularly if they are not keeping up. However, you are responsible for the student's 

grades and these are recorded in Infinite Campus. Students and parents should review 

Infinite Campus to confirm the student's progress in the course.   

 
Math 6 - Mr. Sorensen   
Essential Questions:    

• How can we construct and deconstruct multiples using factors?  
• How do integers affect outcomes using operations?  

 
As we transition from integer understanding to using integers in expressions, we will be 
also be using the principles and concepts of division to inform our upcoming 
examination of fractions. We will use the concepts of GCF, LCM, factorization, and 
square roots to compare numbers and deconstruct values. This will include 
understanding the “properties” of operations, including the Associative, Commutative, 
and Distributive Properties. 
  
Integrated I  - Mrs. Sellers   
Essential Questions:    

• How do the properties of equality justify equation solving techniques?  
• Can you solve linear and literal equations? 
• How can you prove geometric relationships algebraically? 

• How do mathematical relationships help us make sense of the world?  
  



This month, we will review basic equation solving techniques from Math 6 and then 
extend this learning to more complex equations. These concepts will be used 
throughout the entire year, so there will be many more opportunities to practice and 
improve. Next up, we will move onto some geometry units. We will begin by reviewing 
and learning basic geometry vocabulary terms. Typically, the geometry units provide a 
nice change of pace from the algebra we have been working on. As we get further into 
geometry, these units combine solving equations with geometric problems. Students 
should be utilizing Microsoft Teams to check for what is assigned nightly. All 
assignments are posted as if a student was absent so that students can keep up with 
content. 
  
Integrated II  - Mrs. Sellers   
Essential Questions:    

• What rules govern number systems? 
• How can you prove geometric relationships algebraically?  
• What creates a logical argument to prove geometric relationships 
algebraically?  
• How do mathematical relationships help us make sense of the world?  

  
This month, students will review simplifying exponents and radicals from Integrated I. 
We will then extend this knowledge into fractional exponents and solving exponential 
equations. Students should be utilizing Microsoft Teams to check for what is assigned 
nightly. All assignments are posted as if a student was absent so that students can keep 
up with content. After exponents and radical operations, we will begin learning 
operations in coordinate geometry. These skills will help students throughout the next 
several units to prove geometric theorems. Students will use logical thinking and 
reasoning to prove relationships in geometry. Over the next several units, students will 
become “mini lawyers” and will have to justify all statements with reasons, theorems, 
definitions, and relationships learned.  
   
  

Enrichment:    
7th and 8th Grade:     
  
Throughout the week, students are watching CNN student news, completing Second 
Step SEL (Social/Emotional Learning) lessons, independent work time (study hall), and 
working on their independent novel project. Their independent novel project is an 
English grade and is due November 13.  
   
  
6th Grade:   
With no Round Table events this year, Enrichment time has been used as an 
opportunity to give the students time for (distanced) teambuilding, SEL, and 
independent work time.   
   

Counselor’s Corner:   
   

GT Counselor:  Ms. Molodoi, our GT counselor, will share resources and newsletters 
each month.  Mrs. Porter and Mr. Sorensen will place these on the team websites.  
 



 
Team Shirts 
Students will be receiving new team shirts soon that they were able to vote on the 
design.   
 
Pilot Squadron’s shirt design was drawn by 7th grader Jackson Flint:  

 
 
6th grader Leila Engelke designed Griswold Base’s t-shirt: 

 
 
 
Teacher Contact Information:   
Mrs. Hill  Khill@washoeschools.net    
Mr. Peters jamieson.peters@washoeschools.net 
Mrs. Porter Lindsey.Porter@washoeschools.net    
Mrs. Sellers Ksellers@washoeschools.net    
Mr. Sorensen Lsorensen@washoeschools.net    
Ms. Tuttle   jtuttle@washoeschools.net    
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